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Ystrad volunteer day 
NRW in partnership with the Clwyd, Conwy, 
Gwynedd Rivers trust ran a volunteer day on the 
Afon Ystrad. The outcome of this day was to 
repair flood damage that had occurred to the 
river bank and the buffer strip fencing. Soft 
engineering techniques such as willow spilling 
and brash bundling were first demonstrated to 
the volunteers and then put into action. 
Volunteers from the North Wales Wildlife Trust 
and angling clubs also engaged in the works and 
enjoyed learning the new techniques.  

Elwy fish passage blockage 
The Fish pass at Llanfair TH was blocked to fish migration prior to the crucial spawning period. 
Fisheries staff from the Denbighshire Natural Resources Management (NRM) team removed all the 
debris and the pass is now functioning again. 

 
 
Know Your River (KYR) documents 
The KYR documents for 2015 are now available on the 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) website. This will 
give you an overview of rod catch, effort, juvenile 
densities & conservation objective for both salmon 
and sea trout on your relevant catchment. We will 
aim to have these documents updated with 2016 data 
by May 2017. 
 
 
 

Happy workers on the Afon Ystrad 

Blockage on the Elwy Weir post works 
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Nant Eglwysarn 
As part of the Alternative Dee Mitigation project a fish easement has been constructed on the Nant 
Eglwysarn, a tributary of the Afton Lliw. Salmon have been observed in the past having difficulty negotiating 
this structure. The modifications will make it accessible in all flows. 

 
Llyn Delyn Pre-barrage easement - Afon Wen 
A scheme to improve fish migration on the Afon Wen, 
a tributary of the Afon Mawddach has been 
completed by NRW contractors. This project 
attempted to pre- barrage a section of the river to 
raise the level of water for migrating salmon and sea 
trout to navigate a natural obstruction which is a 
partial barrier to fish. Using local oak timber supplied 
by our forestry colleagues, a pre- barrage was made 
on the outfall of the pool of Llyn Delyn. The level was 
raised by 3’-4’ and overhanging rocks on the waterfall 
were removed to make access through the white 
water easier.   
 
This scheme was funded by mitigation money from the closure of Mawddach hatchery and NRW worked in 
partership with the Mawddach Trust, who were enthusiastic to deliver such a project. Above the falls sea 
trout have been recorded on historical surveys, but after the 2001 flood a large boulder on the outlet of the 
pool which acted as a pre-barrage was washed out and the pool lost a lot of its depth. Its hoped that fish will 
now be able to negotiate the natural obstruction with less difficulty and spawn over a greater distance. 
 

Captive Freshwater Pearl Mussel Breeding 
Fisheries and Biodiversity are continuing with the 
project of propagating Freshwater pearl mussels 
from the Afon Eden, on the Mawddach catchment. 
The mollusc has a unique association with juvenile 
salmonids in their lifecycle. Mussel larvae, known as 
glochidia, are released in summer and attach 
themselves to the gill filaments of salmonids. They 
encyst until the following spring, when they drop off 
and begin to mature. 
 
Fieldwork carried out in previous years confirmed 
that the Eden mussels prefer trout to salmon when 
encysting. Fisheries were given the task of collecting 
enough brown trout brood stock from the same 
catchment as the Eden, to produce 3000-3500 eggs 

Obstruction on the Eglwysarn Easement on the Eglwysarn 

Pre-barrage on the Afon Wen 

Pearl mussels on the Afon Eden 
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to rear on at Cynrig hatchery. The off spring will be infected by Freshwater pearl 
mussels from the Eden at about 1+ years at the hatchery. This is the second year 
fisheries have attempted infecting salmonids, and Cynrig report that good 
number of glochidia have encysted on last year’s stock. 
 
Brown trout broodstock were caught using fyke nets on Llyn Cregennan. Having 
had agreement from the Natural Trust, fyke nets were set over a weekend 
resulting in 70 excellent sized wild brown trout being caught. Having processed 
the catch, 14 ripe females and 7 males were kept as broodstock, the remainder 
were returned to the lake to spawn. The selected trout were transported to 
Cynrig, and a few days later produced 3500 fertilized eggs. The brood stock used 
were returned to Llyn Cregennan in the following week. The offspring will also 
be prepared once the encystment process is complete. 
 
 
 
 

Cae Coch Habitat Scheme – Wnion 
The Cae Coch area of the Wnion had historically been 
dredged and straightened to supply water for the 
now disused creamery. The intention of the habitat 
scheme was to install large woody debris structures 
along the channel bed, and large boulders. The 
woody debris will create areas of clean gravels 
suitable for fish spawning, areas of refuge for fry, as 
well as being beneficial for a range of invertebrate 
and plant species. The boulders will create parr 
habitat. 
 
Over 25 woody structures and a 100 tonnes of boulders have been installed on the section. The wood used 
for the structures has been supplied from our forestry colleagues, and the boulders sourced from the 
landowner. The works have been delivered through a collaborative partnership with the Mawddach Trust. 
 
 
Environmental Crime 
Reducing illegal fisheries and waste activities in 
North and Mid Wales 

 Illegal Fishing  

 Rod licence checks 

Since August 2016 a total of 5 persons have been 
reported for offences around illegal netting. In all 
instances nets were seized and will be retained 
pending enforcement action.    

Since April 2016 Environmental Crime Officers have 
checked a total of 573 anglers for their rod licence 
throughout north and mid wales. Out of these we 
have reported 22 people for fishing without a rod 
licence, this equates to an evasion rate of 4%. 
 
 

Glocidia present on Brown 
Trout 

In river works at Cae Coch 
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Gyrodactylus salaris presence/absence monitoring  
G. salarisis is a small parasite that can be found on the 
skin of Atlantic salmon. The parasite feeds on the skin 
of the salmon which can lead to large wounds when 
many parasites are present.  
 
In the 1970’s this parasite was introduced into 
Norwegian rivers which led to catastrophic losses. By 
2001 the salmon populations of 41 Norwegian rivers 
were virtually wiped out. It is therefore essential that 
this parasite does not enter British waters. 
 
Natural Resources Wales has worked in conjunction 
with Cefas and the Fish Health Inspectorate to gather 

samples and identify parasites from rivers in Wales. In North Wales samples were taken from the Ceirw (Dee) 
and Eden (Mawddach). Thirty juvenile salmon were caught at both sites and then placed in a weak chemical 
bath which removed any parasites from the fish. The bath was then drained and the contents taken back to 
the laboratory for identification. All rivers that were sampled for Gyrodactylus salarisis in the UK were 
negative for presence. 
 
If you are planning to fish on different catchment throughout the year it is essential that you CHECK, CLEAN, 
& DRY your equipment. This will help stop the spread of invasive species that could harm our fisheries. 
Further information is available at http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/ . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sampling on the Afon Ceirw 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/

